Teach and learn languages
One of the main topics for those who want to innovate in training contexts today is to consider the importance of languages. Plural languages, because the alphabet, the language of speech and writing, is important but not the only one existing. There are languages of the body, of music, material languages, iconic ones, anguages of cultures, finally media languages. Educating people to the use of these languages means posing the problem of how to use them both considering reading and production.
Knowing how to read different languages with which cultural forms are built around us, is essential for socialization but also to keep one's point of view free: a careful and conscious reading has always been a tool for the exercise of critical thinking and this is crucial for citizenship.
However languages, as well as being read, also need to be produced, or better used to produce messages. Here we have to consider different dimensions. The semiotic dimension: to produce messages it is necessary to know languages operation, their grammar and their syntax. The expressive dimension: it is not enough to know languages, it is necessary to know how to use them in a creative way, with imagination, in order to produce contents that are beautiful as well as meaningful. Finally, the ethical dimension. The representation has its limits: there are things that can not be represented and that can not be published. This demands the responsibility of those who produce.
Teacher's competences

The third age of the media Rivoltella
What skills do we need to own as teachers? Faced with this challenges, teachers often feel uncomfortable. In fact, they think not to be up to it, imagining their students know more. On this issue, it is necessary to be clear. Research shows that the real problem using media in the classroom is not so much referred to teachers' delay, their "digital immigrant" gap compared to "native" students. The problem is different: teachers' difficulty to use media in the classroom the same way they do outside it. Teachers know WhatsApp, and use it: but aren't able to imagine how it could become an educational tool. The threshold of the class is like a boundary between worlds: it is hard to think what is outside can be brought inside.
Here, rather than technical training for using instruments, teachers need to develop a media culture, or better, a new teaching culture hosting media in a natural way. To achieve this goal, they need to understand that there is a continuity between their practices inside and outside the school, accepting to bring into the classroom what usually they practice outside.
